February 13, 1938

e Ae thluu,
state Txamines,

Capitol Nuilding,
Phoenix, Arizamfle

Pear ¥r. Numbanlds

This will acknowlelge receipt of yvour le'ter of Fob-
ruary 6th in whieh you ask the followling questions

"Are ung on Uonda of Appointed Peputies in the v.:,z
D " onta "guc: as Deprty S eriffs, Teputy Assemsacrs
Deputy County Recordors & public oharge or County Crarget”

m'-g!ph 80 of the Revised Code of Arizonl, 1980,
provides for the appointuent of deputies and asalstants. Para-

graph 60 thereof provides:

"linless otherwise vided, each depuby of any state or county
officer posnesses e powers and vay perform the duties ate
tached by law to the ofi'lee of the principal, and whenever the
officia) nane of auy prineipal officor is naed in law con-
fm:l;g s OP h\‘ duties, liabllities or prohibitions,
1% incindes his 4 ies.

™e affect of this section 18 *o place the dembty in the status
of a public offlocera

Paragraph 61 of the code provides, amonyg cther t ings,
rhat the officer:

"sromay require an official hend from & dam&{ appointed by
him, in an amount not greator than, and conditioned as, tiat
reqrired of the prineipal of' ficer.

Paragraph 66 of the 8ode provides:

wu9"Deputios, clerks and gubordirate officers wust, witiin
ten days aftor recelving notlce of thelr appo!ntuent, take
and f1le an oath: in the ranner roguired of tholr principals."

paragzraph 69 of the code providest

"yronever & prblic officer is proquired to give bord for
the verforsance of the duties of his offlee, and tho surety
of sue: bend 1s a corporation, the pre dum Por the writing
of sue bond shall be a public charie of suegh officer."”
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It ia a general rule of law that,unless the
of promimmg en o of pubiie officers is specifically anthor-
ized by statute, the tiereof is & porsoral oblimtion
of the of"lcor and a public clargs.

Naniel wvs. futc ingon 150 S.7.601; 06 A.T..H,.
798, also, Amnotation 66 A. .. 7086.

it is genorally conpeded tiat deputies wio :sre regrired te
take omth are pubdlic offisera. In tha cass of Sout erm Surety
Conpany ve. Xinney, 187 K. ®., 676, it was "eld tiat under @
statute avthorizig 2 eonnty tromsurar %o mpolint 8 Jeoubty and
to take Dond and surety, a Lond exeeuted Ly the treasurer fop
his deputy i3 an offlclal bord.

Undor the Jawe of Arisona there ls mo doubt Ges
deputies,sus: as enumorated in letter, are considered pub.
1le officors and that sve) deputies smy be required o . lve bord
at the instance of the appointing officer,

It 18 our opinlon that the payrent of the premimm on
bonds of desputies, givon in wiew of tho feregeing provisions
of ovr code, whore & sorporation is the durety of sue: bend,
is a publie olarge of the officer appointlug the deputy, in othep
words, saild 18 a charge againet the tion set
np for eash sartloular county office, and that suel are net

suarges against the general of the state.
RespectM™lly yours,

Joihn L. Sulliven
General

ry )
Waliace Clark
WO A Asgistant Attorney veneral



